PLANNING INSIGHT

Bucks County Planning Commission

When was Bucks County
founded, who founded the
County, and what is it named
after?

How many covered bridges are
still standing in Bucks County?

Welcome to the 6th issue of
Planning InSight! In this issue,
we are challenging our
municipal leaders and fellow
planners to think outside of the
proverbial “McMansion box.”
Based on the latest real estate
news, mortgage interest rates are on the
upswing, and the housing market will likely see
some slow down as a result. There have been
planning conversations in multiple communities
across the region about the lack of “affordable
housing.” At the BCPC, “affordable housing”
means just that; economically within reach. For
our planning purposes, affordable housing is not
limited to, but includes traditional subsidized
(affordable) housing. This is where the “Missing
Middle” concept comes to play. There has been
a marketplace trend away from building non-
traditional, multi-family housing types other
than townhouses and traditional apartments.
This shift has led to a shortage of smaller,
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affordable housing stock. Housing values
continue to climb and the average young family
cannot afford to buy a traditional single-family
house in the town where they grew up.
Furthermore, as the popularity of “age
qualified” housing appears to be on the down
turn, our elder population is likewise challenged
to “downsize” and find smaller, more affordable
housing stock, outside of age qualified
developments. Our County is diverse in
topography, geography, and development
patterns. Not every housing type is a good fit
everywhere, but we believe there are
opportunities for more robust conversations
about the mix and availability of housing types.
More variety means it is more likely to be
affordable and promote multi-generational
communities.

My door is always open, | may be reached at
estone@buckscounty.org or 215.345.3401. |
look forward to hearing from you and welcome

your feedback. Enjoy Planning InSight!

Missing Middle Housing is a range of multi-
unit, or clustered housing types, compatible in
scale with a single-family home. Popularized by
architect and urban planner Daniel Parolek,
“Missing Middle Housing” provides an
affordable, multigenerational alternative to

high and mid-rise apartments, town-houses,
and single-family homes. These housing types
are described as “missing” because they are
much less commonly developed in the modern
housing market than they were in previous

times.
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https://opticosdesign.com/missing-middle-housing/


https://www.brcgrants.dcnr.pa.gov/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/Bureaus/BOMO/Portal/GLG_INFO.pdf
https://www.dotgrants.state.pa.us/GLG/Module/PADOT/BOMO_GLG_Default.aspx
mailto:estone@buckscounty.org
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Missing Middle Housing is grounded in small-
footprint buildings, a walkable context, low-
perceived density, well-designed
units, less off-street parking, simple
construction, community,
marketability, and affordability by
design. Housing units that are
categorized as Missing Middle

include: duplexes, carriage houses,
live/work units, and townhouses.
he qualities that define Missing
Middle Housing can be attractive to
neighborhoods that are in need of
urban revitalization efforts, but
affordable housing is not exclusively

County municipalities have

: : rethinking traditional
ik suburban housing

" typologies. By encouraging the

implementation of Missing Middle Housing,

municipalities can help diversify the housing

areas that may benefit from

market and provide potential homeowners
with housing options that are appropriate to
their needs. Missing Middle Housing has the
additional benefit of simultaneously catering
to millennials and the aging baby-boomer
population. These housing types generally
require less maintenance, are closer to
amenities and services, and have greater
access to public transit. Seniors, in particular,
benefit from Missing Middle Housing because
it allows them to more easily age in place,
which helps reduce the burden of personal
care and services.

Location of Available U.S. Housing Stock
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http://missingmiddlehousing.com/about/how-to-regulate/
http://missingmiddlehousing.com/about/demand-market/

HouSING EQUALITY CENTER OF PENNSYLVANIA

The Housing Equality Center of Pennsylvania
(HECP) offers a variety of programs and
services to the general public to ensure that
consumers have equal access to housing and
understand their rights under fair housing
laws. Additional programs and services are
available to ensure that housing professionals

understand and comply with fair housing laws.

T

http://www.equalhousing.org/hisory/

HECP provides education and technical
assistance to support local governments in
increasing their compliance with the Fair
Housing Act. We offer technical assistance
regarding fair housing issues in zoning and land
use, group homes for persons with disabilities,
code enforcement, use and occupancy and
rental unit permitting procedures, nuisance
and crime-free housing ordinances, design and
construction requirements, and affirmatively
furthering fair housing obligations. These
services are provided at no cost to municipal
governments through grants from Bucks
County and HUD.

For more information, visit our website:

www. e qual hordostactugat or g
info@equal bre26-dL-8Y1dr g
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In 1682, William Penn
founded Bucks County and

named it after his home in
England, Buckinghamshire.

12 covered bridges.
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http://www.buckscounty.org
mailto:bcpc@buckscounty.org

